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On the 8th, the left sap was advanced to the capital of
the bastion.

Lefebvre was now for attempting an assault, for which
the place was not yet ripe.* Reconnaissances soon satisfied
him that this was so. Yet his works of approach had reached
a stage when the eaxly surrender of the fortress, unless relief
reached it from outside, was a matter of certainty.

The state of affairs was known to Bennigsen, and he had
resolved on a supreme effort to save the fortress by an
expedition from the sea.

Napoleon, too, had inferred that this must come, and
had made his arrangements accordingly.f For some days
past the presence of Prussian vessels in the Frisches-Haff
had been observed. Napoleon had constituted, for the purpose
of combating any such attempt at relief, a new reserve corps,
of which the command was given to Lannes. It consisted of
the picked grenadier division of Oudinot, and of the division
of Verdier: altogether, between 15,000 and 16,000 men.

This corps had been detained for the assistance of Lefebvre,
on the distinct understanding that it was to be used only
against a relieving force, not for the ordinary work of the siege. J

* This was Napoleon's opinion on the 5th May, when he sent Bertrand
to Danzig to inspect the works and bring a personal report (Corr. 12,534)

Lefebvre, on the 9th, gave notice to his commanders of his intention to assault
(fitavjener, p. 20) It was suspended next day.

t So early as the 23rd April he warns Lefehvre to be on his guard against a
descent from the Frisches-Haff, which the enemy commands (Corr. 12,458).

On the llth May he again writes, indicating the probability of an attempt
to relieve the fortress from the sea, but says he sees no movement in his own front,
such as might be expected (Corr. 12,572*).

J Corr. 12,536, dated 5th May, to Berthier, orders the formation of
the corps from Oudinot's and Verdier's divisions. The Emperor hopes, by
the end of May, to raise its strength to 20,000 by the addition of an Italian
division.

In Corr. 12,572, dated llth May, Napoleon tells Lefebvre that Oudmot is
available at Marienburg, but is not under Lefebvre's orders.

In a letter from Berthier of the same date, Lefebvre is censured for having
ordered up Oudinot; and it is remarked that the Emperor does not believe that
more than a diversion with a small force will be attempted by the Nehrung,
The great effort he expected from the sea. (Printed, Dumas, xix. 288.)